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another war, the greatest in which England had engaged since
Waterloo, ended in the annexation of the Dutch Republics.
In West Africa the native kingdoms of Ashanti and Benin were
annexed and Sir George Goldie's Royal Niger Company was
opening up the country along the lower river and obtaining the
signature of negro kinglets to protectorate treaties.

France secured, as her share in Africa, more than four million
square miles of new territory in a solid block extending from the
Mediterranean and the Atlantic coast to the Congo. Almost
immediately after the Franco-German War there began a south-
westerly movement from Algeria along the borders of Morocco,
and into the neighbouring oases of the Sahara, cutting across
the caravan routes from Morocco to the interior. This was a
prelude to future penetration and occupation of Moorish
territory. In 1882 Algeria was the base for a push eastward.
Tunis was occupied, and the whole Turkish province annexed,
the Bey being allowed to reign as a protected tributary of France,
which was working out a gradual acquisition of all the lands of
classic northern Africa.

Farther south, on the Atlantic coast, from the old French
colony of Senegambia there was a push across the low watershed
that divides the Senegal river from the upper Niger. There
were some twenty years of steady progress with a series of wars
against Tuareg chiefs along the south border of the Sahara, and
Moslem negro kings and prophets along the great river and in
the bush country between it and the coast region. After the
occupation of Timbuctoo in 1900 the advance was pushed below
the rapids of Say into territories claimed by the British Niger
Company. Dahomey had already been conquered and the
French linked it up with the movement on the middle Niger.

France and England had been foremost in the 'scramble for
Africa3. Germany and Italy were later competitors, and
Belgium, which had never aspired to oversea possessions, entered
the race thanks to the enterprise of the king, Leopold II
(reigned 1865-1909), who in his last years transferred to it
nearly a million square miles of central Africa, which he had
acquired as the chief promoter of what we would call a 'chartered